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Table 1.4 
Twenty-four-year American itinerary of English-born William Frederick Pinchbeck (WFP), animal 
trainer, author, and automaton restorer or maker active in the United States between 1795 and 1819.  
 
Location Date of 
Arrival 
Date of 
Departure 
WFP 
Cited 
Place Program Notes Image 
        
Philadelphia 14 Aug. 1795   Room adjoining 
Sign of General 
Mifflin 
2 automatons  From England, 
Ireland, Scotland 
 
Philadelphia 9 Dec. 1796  ** Kerr’s new 
building 
5 automatons From London and 
New York City 
 
Philadelphia 13 June 1797   Cook’s store, 
corner of Market 
and 3rd Streets 
Learned Pig   
New York 
City 
15 Aug. 1797 17 Oct. 1797  Martling’s Long 
Room. 87 Nassau 
Street 
Learned Pig, 
Writing Figure, 
Celebrated Turk 
  
Albany 30 Oct. 1797   Mr. Crane’s Inn Learned Pig From New York 
City 
 
Albany 6 Nov. 1797   Mr. Angus’s 
Assembly Room 
Learned Pig   
Boston 9 Jan. 1798 6 Feb. 1798 ** Bowen’s Hall Learned Pig From New York 
City 
 
Boston 8 Feb. 1798  ** Fobes and King’s 
Tavern 
Pig of Knowledge   
Boston 20 Apr. 1798  ** Maj. King’s 
Tavern 
Pig for Sale Purchase by Mr. 
Brigshaw? 
 
Salem, Mass. 11 May 1798 21 May 1798 ** Room at Concert 
Hall 
Pig of Knowledge   
Norwich, 
Conn. 
14 May 1798   Mr. Lathrop’s  Mr. Brigshaw, 
handler? 
 
Newburyport, 
Mass. 
29 May 1798 1 June 1798 ** Union Hall Pig of Knowledge   
Dover, N.H. 4 July 1798 11 July 1798 ** Capt. Riley’s Pig of Knowledge   
Portland, 
Maine 
30 July 1798  ** Assembly Room Pig of Knowledge Capt. Davis’s 
Tavern 
 
Providence 28 Apr. 1798 12 May 1798  Jacob Whitman’s 
store 
 Mr. Brigshaw, 
handler? 
 
Providence 8 Sept. 1798  ** Ammidon’s Sign 
of Golden Ball 
Pig of Knowledge “those imposed by 
a Mr. Brigshaw”  
 
Newport, R.I. 4 Oct. 1798   Benj. Reynold’s, 
corner of Ferry 
Wharf Lane 
Learned Pig Mr. Brigshaw, 
handler 
 
Savannah 22 Jan. 1799   Arthur Hamilton’s Learned Pig From London  
Charleston 13 Feb. 1799   Jessop’s Hotel Learned Pig “Dick,” handler  
Philadelphia 15 July 1799 5 Aug. 1799  Sign of Black Bear Learned Pig   
Richmond, 
Va. 
3 Dec. 1799   Richard Bowler’s 
Tavern 
Learned Pig   
Boston 11 July 1800 6 Aug. 1800  McCormick’s 
Boarding House 
Celebrated Learned 
Pig 
Pig is four months 
old 
 
Boston 29 Dec. 1800 8 Jan. 1801  Maj. King’s 
Tavern 
Celebrated Learned 
Pig 
  
Salem, Mass. 19 Jan. 1801    Learned Pig Price reduced  
Washington, 
D.C. 
6 Feb. 1801 9 Feb. 1801  Conrad and 
M’Munn’s Tavern  
Learned Pig   
Alexandria, 24 Feb. 1801   Charles McKnight Learned Pig   
 2 
Va. 
Frankfurt, Ky. 29 Jan. 1802   House of I. E. 
Gano 
Learned Pig   
New York 
City 
17 Feb. 1802 18 Feb. 1802  New-England and 
Jersey Hotel 
Learned Pig   
New York 
City 
8 Apr. 1802 9 Apr. 1802  Lovett’s Hotel 
Broadway 
Learned Pig “Explanation of 
mysteries” 
(postponed) 
 
Philadelphia 8 May 1802 5 June 1802  Lewis Farmer’s 
Inn, Sign of 
Connestoga 
Wagon 
Learned Pig  1 
Newburyport, 
Mass. 
11 Mar. 1803   Samuel 
Richardson, Sign 
of Spread Eagle 
Learned Pig   
Boston 8 Oct. 1803 22 Oct. 1803 ** Print shop on 
Federal Street 
(formerly Stokes) 
Invisible 
Conversant, Writing 
Figure, Little 
Magician 
Physiognotrace 
  
Philadelphia 1 Sept. 1803   Dancing Horse  Learned Pig 4th pig in 
Philadelphia 
 
Boston 16 Jan. 1804 9 Feb. 1804  Packard’s 
Washington 
Museum 
Medley (Tonson), 
Writing Figure, 
Little Magician 
  
Charleston 15 Feb. 1804   Tent, City Hotel at 
the Race Ground 
Learned Pig Pig to be sold or 
bartered 
 
Boston 16 Jan. 1805    Published Expositor  2 
Boston 24 July 1805    Aerial Excursion  3 
Alexandria, 
Va. 
11 Dec. 1806   John Bogan’s Learned Pig   
Salem, Mass. 21 Mar. 1807 30 Mar. 1807  Washington Hall Sapient Dog   
Newburyport, 
Mass. 
7 Apr. 1807 14 Apr. 1807  Union Hall Sapient Dog  4 
Boston 21 Aug. 1807 2 Oct. 1807 ** Turrell’s Long 
Room, 
Pemberton’s Hill 
Sapient Dog, 
Comprehensive 
Windmill, 
Mechanical 
Automaton 
 4 
Boston 8 May 1809  **  Carving, gilding Orders at William 
Pelham’s 
bookstore 
 
Providence 8 Sept. 1809  ** Exhibition room 
over Olney and 
Helme’s counting 
room 
Dog of Knowledge   
New York 
City 
28 Jan. 1812  **  Carving, gilding   
New York 
City 
29 Jan. 1813  ** City Hall Tavern  Proprietor of 
tavern 
 
Philadelphia 1 June 1818  **   Receives mail  
Philadelphia 19 Mar. 1819  **   Receives mail  
 
Source: “Early American Newspapers.”  
** William F. Pinchbeck’s name cited in the advertisement or newspaper notice. 
Key to images:  
1 = Learned Pig (fig. 1.2) 
 3 
2 = Pig of Knowledge (fig. 1.1) 
3 = Aerial Excursion (fig. 1.3) 
4 = Sapient Dog (fig. 1.4)  
 
